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A Little More About Isabelle Barr

By Penny Veerhoff

Mrs. Barr’s nursery school started in the lower level of her house on Hawick Court, before 1953. 
I was one of her early students, and Mom and I walked to and from her house. I remember climbing 
the steps up to her front door, and down the steps inside to the recreation room, and the toy horse we 
took turns “riding” on. Her son had guinea pigs!

The nursery school moved to Capitol View and became known as Barbelle after there were 
concerns that the preschool being a business in Rock Creek Hills violated the covenants. Today, it 
would have been considered a group family childcare home.

My husband Al’s second son Brian attended her preschool on Capitol View, before moving on to 
Chevy Chase Elementary. Mrs. Barr’s daughter Peggy was one of my sister’s best friends at 
Kensington Junior High. Another member of that group was Ana Sol, future engineer, and politician, 
who grew up on Susanna Lane, Chevy Chase.

— Continued on page 2
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From the Archives:

Mayor Jayne Plank & children Labor Day Parade 1970s



— Isabelle Barr continued
When Isabelle retired, she donated some of her toys, 

classroom equipment, and a year’s worth of 
cleaning, paper, and art supplies to her church day care 
center, All Saints’ All Day. I coauthored the proposal and 
was founding co-director of All Saints’ All Day along with 
a friend from graduate school, Franna McClelland. Her 
donation helped us to keep All Saints All Day afloat those 
first couple of years. 

There I met a volunteer from the church, a divorced, 
full-time father of two boys, Al Veerhoff. When we 
became engaged, he introduced me to my future neighbor 
directly across the street, who astonished Al by 
greeting me with a warm hug and a kiss—Peggy Barr 
Eastman! We were neighbors once again for 19 years, 
before Al and I moved to Kensington with the three 
younger boys. Later Jack and Isabelle bought and moved 
into the house next door at 3411 Bradley Lane, the dead-
end east of Brookville Road. 

There is another love story involved. Jack Barr and 
Isabelle Ogilby were neighbors and playmates when they 
were children in Chevy Chase. According to Isabelle, 
when Jack was 5 or 6, he told his mother he was going to 
marry Isabelle Ogilby when he grew up—and he did!

A vintage doll from Isabelle Barr’s toy collection

SPOTLIGHT on:

“I finally started my dream of a mobile Audiology 
business!” shares Madeleine Cissna, Au.D. A mobile 
audiology practice, how does that become your dream?

Audiologist Madeleine Cissna knows how inconvenient 
coming in for an appointment can be. For older patients it 
can be hard to get to the office. If a child has an audiology 
appointment, other children may need to come along. 
Taking time off from work to accompany a parent or child 
to an appointment can be difficult. 

“I feel mobile is the way to be right now, especially in 
light of the pandemic.” Her all-mobile practice, Kensington 
Audiology, LLC, became possible thanks to “boothless 
audiometry” and space-age technology.

Cissna uses a special headset—the Kuduwave—to test 
hearing. The patient puts on the headset, which is so well-
closed off to ambient noise, that it functions as if you are in 
a sound booth. It is an audiometer and sound booth 
wrapped inside a headset. It works so well and is so 
compact, that NASA chose it to take to space!

Madeleine Cissna grew up on McKinley Street, NW. 
She earned her Doctoral Degree in Clinical Audiology at 
Gallaudet University. Cissna moved to Kensington in 2015, 
loves living here.and hopes to “become a fixture in the 
community, someone who improves people's quality of 
life.”

Working in the Army Audiology and Speech Center at 
the old Walter Reed Army Medical Center the first thirteen 
years of her career, “had a profound and positive impact on 
my development into the Audiologist I am today.”

From her work for the Department of Defense and in 
the private sector, Cissna knows what is happening behind 
the scenes with hearing aid pricing. She offers people 
hearing aids from the six best manufacturers at affordable 
and reasonable prices.

     Being a brand-new business owner and 
seeing her business begin to ramp up is 
exciting “It is called Kensington Audiology, 
LLC and based right here, in Kensington.”

www.kensingtonaudiology.com
301-221-2208

Summer Concert Series
Saturdays, 10 to 11 a.m.

Howard Avenue Park

Live music is back Saturday mornings at Howard Avenue 
Park with a different band each week, from folk, rock, pop, 
and bluegrass to Piedmont Blues. For the concert line up and 
more about bands go to www.kensingtonhistory.org.

Opera in the Circle
Sunday, September 19, 4:30 to 7:00 p.m.
Warner Circle Park, 10231 Carol Place

Join the Friends of Warner Circle for an evening of opera 
in the park! Bring your friends and family and don't forget 
your chairs, blankets, and picnics. The free performance starts 
at 5 p.m.



Gary and Diana Ditto’s Newsletter welcomes ideas and 
news from community members. We are grateful to Penny 
Veerhoff and to Von Gurney and the Kensington Archives. The 
editor is Antoinette Kranenburg of Kensington.

QUESTION: Would you like to receive the Ditto 
Group’s newsletter by email? Please send your request 
to:  Gary@thedittogroup.com.

The Kensington Train Show is Back!
Saturday and Sunday, September 11 and 12, 2021 

11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Kensington Town Hall
3710 Mitchell Street

All aboard! The model trains are steaming into Town! 
The huge display of model trains will fill the entire Town 
Hall auditorium, set up by the National Capital Trackers. 
Club members set up the layouts and keep the trains running 
through tunnels, small towns, cityscapes, and past scenes 
from across the continent.

The trains steaming past and the sound of the whistle is 
fascinating to wide-eyed toddlers, knowledgeable grade 
schoolers, parents, grandparents and model train enthusiasts.

The Kensington Train Show! celebrates Kensington’s 
railroad history. There will be children’s activities and live 
music by Orleans Express and others. Singer and master 
storyteller, Matthew Dodd, will perform train songs and tell 
tales from the days when steam engines ruled the rails. The 
Scouts of Troop #439 will sell hot dogs and cold drinks.

This terrific event is a benefit for the Noyes Children’s 
Library Foundation and the Kensington Historical Society, 
two volunteer organizations that are a big part of making 
Kensington a great community, 

The Kensington Train Show is sponsored by Gary and 
Diana Ditto, the Town of Kensington, and the National 
Capital Trackers. More about these great organizations at:

www.noyeslibraryfoundation.org
www.kensingtonhistory.org 
www.nattrackers.org.

Congratulations! 
Amazingly it is all done! Artist Nicole Bourgea has 

completed her thrilling mural on the building’s north-facing 
wall of the new,M-NCPPC Wheaton Headquarters building, 
next  to the parking lot at Triangle Lane and Grandview 
Avenue.

With the help of fellow artists, very tall ladders, and 
thorough planning, Bourgea finished the huge mural in a 
mere couple of months.

“Tradition is a Part of Us, Humanity is All of Us,” 
The mural was inspired by Bourgea’s young son, who 

has Down’s syndrome and dances with utter joy.
The mural celebrates that “while we dance to our own 

beats, we all smile in the same language.”
Each dancer in the exhilarating image expresses one of 

the moving cultural stories that Ms. Bourgea discovered in 
her research for the mural. 

A block party is being planned to celebrate the fabulous 
mural and multicultural community, with great food from 
local restaurants, music, and dancing.

53rd Annual Labor Day Festival
Kensington Town Hall—11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Come celebrate Labor Day with live music, vendor 
booths, rides, bounce houses and family fun.

2021 Paint the Town Labor Day Art Show
Kensington Town Hall

Saturday & Sunday, September 4 & 5, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Labor Day, September 6, 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

The Paint the Town Art Show celebrates local artists 
with a judged art show of hundreds of pieces of art by local 
artists, an awards ceremony and reception open to the public, 
three days of live art demonstrations, plein air painting 
competitions for adults and children, and a special student 
invitational art contest.

Walking around Town on Saturday you are likely to see 
dozens of artists painting and drawing. They are adults and 
children are completing artworks with a Kensington theme to 
submit to the Paint the Town Plein Air Competition!

The free event is organized by the Montgomery County 
Art Association and the Town of Kensington.

Coming up in Kensington:

September 4—GIGS Courtyard - Rock-a-Boil,
September 4, 5 & 6—Paint the Town Art Show
September 6—Labor Day Festival
September 11 & 12—Kensington Train Show!
September 19—Opera in the Circle
September 19—Annual Kensington 8K
October 1 & 2— Needle Chaser’s Quilt Show
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The Ditto Group Real Estate Activity

4002 Saul Rd
Kensington/Byeforde

Under Contract - $879,000

1115 H St NE
Washington DC/Old City 1

For Sale - $380,000

17927 Wheatridge Dr
Germantown/Village of Cloppers Mill

Active - $689,000

10211 Montgomery Ave
Kensington/Kensington

Sold - $1,400,000

9408 Kingsley Ave
Bethesda/Maplewood Manor

Sold - $750,000

1012 Chiswell Ln
Silver Spring/Forest Knolls
Under Contract - $540,000

9649 E. Bexhill Dr
Kensington/Rock Creek Hills

Sold - $750,000

4108 Mitscher Ct
Kensington/Rock Creek Palisades

Under Contract - $545,000

3303 Oberon St
Kensington/Homewood

Sold - $750,000
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